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SNS Logbook Roadmap

May 2002
Conceive, design and preview an 

SNS Logbook prototype

Summer 2002
Develop Logbook and integrate with 

SNS Global Database

October 2002 Deploy SNS Logbook version 1.0

2003 Introduce many new features

Spring 2004 Introduce SNS Logbook 2.0
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Logbook Activity in Megabytes
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Old Logbook Experience

Positive features

Easy to use

Users can browse and compose entries from standard 
web browsers

Customizable and good database integration

Need for improvement

Navigation was cumbersome

Layout was basic and not really consistent or efficient

No online help

Deployment was somewhat involved
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Old Logbook - Daily Browsing

Accelerator Systems Division, Spallation Neutron Source Oak Ridge National Lab 

View Entries

View an entire day of 
entries

Only very basic 
navigation options

Colors need to be 
toned down
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Old Logbook - Bookmarks

Accelerator Systems Division, Spallation Neutron Source Oak Ridge National Lab 

User Home

Home page for 
setting logbook and 
managing 
bookmarks

No shortcut for 
viewing other entries 
on the day on which 
the bookmark occurs

Layout is somewhat 
obscure

Inefficient for user to 
change logbook
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Old Logbook - Search

Easy to use

Yet another 
navigation interface

viewing entries 
requires back 
navigation

No shortcut for 
viewing other entries 
on the day on which 
the entry occurs

Accelerator Systems Division, Spallation Neutron Source Oak Ridge National Lab 

Search
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Old Logbook - Composing

Not enough feedback 
on entry length limits

Why are attachments 
and images handled 
inconsistently?

Display is too busy 
when several images 
have been added

Accelerator Systems Division, Spallation Neutron Source Oak Ridge National Lab 

Compose Entry
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SNS Logbook 2 Changes
Introduce a three frame view for efficient 
navigation

Provide a more consistent look and feel for 
daily browsing, bookmarks and searching

Improved composing

Provide online help

Stream images and attachments

Display a person’s preferred name

Deploy under JBoss 3.2

Many other improvements
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Daily Navigation
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Bookmarks
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Search Form
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Search Results



Accelerator Physics Group Oak Ridge National Laboratory

Composing
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Online Help
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SNS Logbook 2

Developed with Apple WebObjects 5.2.3

100% J2EE compliant

Simple deployment under JBoss 3.2 on Solaris 
server

Oracle 9 database stores all content

No change required in logbook content from 
version 1.0 since the pages are dynamically 
generated
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Future Directions

Email notification to send an entry to a 
selected group (integrated with the call list)

Add support for users to indicate that they 
have read certain required entries

Support entry types and standard forms 
(problem report, shift summary, ...)

Allow each user to organize entries

Allow users to view multiple logbooks 
concurrently

Address other user requests


